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1. Hoover-Dempsey

2. Create an inviting, welcoming school climate

3. Empower teachers for parental involvement; create dynamic, systematic, and consistent
school attention to improving family school relationships

4. Join with existing parent teacher family structures to enhance involvement.

5. Offer full range of involvement opportunities, including standard approaches (e.g., parent
teacher confe-rences, student performances) and new opportunities unique to school and
community (e.g., first day of school celebrations, parent workshops, social/networking
events)

6. Invite teachers, parents, principal, and staff to student centered events at school
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Analysis of the Role of Policy Actors and
Context in Educational Policies Enactment

Abbas Abbaspour’*, Ali Khorsandi Taskoh? and Keyvan Moradi®

Abstract

Despite considerable research on the analysis of texts, policy principles and
practices by educational policy researchers in Iran, one missing link has been the
lack of attention to the role of local actors in the educational policy development
process. Accordingly, the purpose of this descriptive-analytical study was to analyze
the role of educational leaders as local policy actors in interpreting, translating, and
enacting educational policies with respect to different cultural, legal, political,
institutional, and contextual interventions. The method of this study was descriptive-
analytical. Due to the lack of scientific-academic and institutional evidence in the
field of educational policy in Iran, the most recent foreign literature related to the
research topic was used for data collection. In analyzing the findings, in addition to
the texts, the observations and experiences of the authors were tried to be considered
as one of the examples of educational policy enactment. The findings of this study
show that, unlike traditional approaches that mainly insist on mere policy
implementation, the policy enactment emphasize that educational policies may be
modified and sometimes ignored during implementation. policy type, power and
positionality, space and time constraints, as well as different subjectivities, plays an
important role in changing, modifying, and ignoring educational policies.

Keywords: Educational Policy, Enactment Theory, Policy Work, Policy Actors,
Policy Context

1. *Corresponding Author: Associate Professor in Department of Educational
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A Comparative Study of course evaluation in Universities of
Iran and World Top Universities

Mostafa Bagherian Far’, Ahmad Reza Nasr Esfahani*?

and Mohamad Reza Ahanchian®

Abstract

The major objective of the present study was to conduct a comparative study of the
course evaluation in the universities of Iran and world top universities. For this
purpose, universities of Tehran, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, and Isfahan were
selected by purposive sampling mthod in order to compare with 16 top universities
of different continent from 6 countries: United States of America, England,
Singapore, South Africa, Australia, and Turkey. The research method is Bordi's
(1969) comparative and four-staged model which embarks upon the comparative
processes in terms of four stages of description, interpretation, proximity, and
comparison. The data collection tools include a respective list related to the
information driven out of the first and second hand resources of evaluation course in
different universities of the world. These sets of information were available online in
respective documents and websites., The findings indicated that Iranian universities
use only questionnaire tools for evaluation that are filled out by the students that
have taken the respective course, while the evaluation course in different universities
of the world is undertaken by the existing students, graduates, colleagues,
departments and Scientific and professional unions. The related results also showed
that all universities under research employ semester-final questionnaire to assess a
course. Assessing the elements of a course curriculum is different in universities.
Some universities merely exert on assessing two elements, while some others take
on to assess other elements of a curriculum.

Key words: comparative analysis, evaluation course, curriculum, Top University.
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How to Train Tolerance and Respect for others' Thoughts and
Ethics and Literacy in the School's Environment Case Study:
Ardabil's Elementary Students

Esmaeil Soleimani**, Roghieh Nooripour?, Hasan Akbari®

and Simin Hoseinian*

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to study the tolerance and respect for the
thoughts of others and ethics and literacy in the school environment for the
elementary students of the city of Ardabil .To achieve this goal, a case study was
used in which first quantitative data and then based on its findings, quantitative data
were collected and analyzed based. In the next stage, based on the findings of the
qualitative research, a questionnaire was prepared, with Cronbach's alpha of 0.90.
The statistical population of the study was elementary teachers in the city of Ardabil;
In the qualitative section and using a targeted sampling, 13 sample teachers were
interviewed and from 253 community members, 114 individuals were selected in a
quantitative phase by simple random sampling. To analyze the data, the thematic
analysis (theme) technique was used and the validity of the research findings was
guaranteed using the methods reviewed by the members, peer review, and research
participation. Also, to test the reliability of the coding, the open-ended and inter-
subject agreement methods were used. In order to analyze the quantitative data,
structural equation modeling was used with PLS software. The findings of the study
showed that teachers referred to the teaching of philosophy for children, holding
cultural workshops for parents, producing moral content, teaching on cultural
diversity, improving student communication skills, creating group discussion in
class, appreciating ethical students, performing the ethics training program as

1.* corresponding author: Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, Urmia
University, Azerbaijan—e-Gharbi, Urmia, Iran E.soleimani@urmia.ac.ir

2. PhD of Counseling, Department of Counseling, Faculty of Educational Sciences
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components of teaching tolerance and respect for others' thoughts and ethics and
literacy in the school environment. The results of the quantitative phase showed that
the model has a proper fit and all of these components are considered important by
teachers.

Keywords: Education, Tolerance of others' thoughts, Politeness, Ethics, Ardabil
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Online Curriculum Evaluation: A Meta-Analysis of the
Components, Criteria and Standards of Higher Education

Ameneh Mollamohammadi’, Morteza Karami*?,

Hossein Jafari Suni®and Mahnaz Moallem®

Abstract

According to the increasing growth of online curriculum as a subset of e-learning in
the higher education system and existing concerns, its evaluation is an important
issue. Therefore, the aim of the present study was to conduct a systematic and meta-
analysis study of the component, criteria and evaluation standards from the existing
background, in order to develop and present a comprehensive framework for
evaluating the online curriculum in the higher education system.The research
method was qualitative and research Synthesis method. Using Robertes' six-step
model, from 246 research documents related to the subject, 19 documents were
selected purposefully with the most coordination and appropriateness. After
analyzing and integrating the commonalities, seven main components and twelve
sub-components of online curriculum evaluation were extracted. Peer-review and
assessment method were used to validate the data. The results of this meta-analysis,
while providing a comprehensive online curriculum evaluation framework for
universities and higher education institutions, showed that the component of
assessment and evaluation with the highest frequency was of the highest importance
and then the components of educational content, technology, learning activities,
introductions, interaction and participation, and goals are in the next important
ranks, respectively.

Keywords: Online curriculum, Evaluation, Criterions and standards, Research
synthesis
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Identifying and rating the components of citizenship education
in national curriculum document

Mahdieh Khosravi* and Parvin Samadi*?

Abstract

The main purpose of the present study is to identify and rate the content of the
national curriculum document based on the components of citizenship education.
The content analysis of this research is Shannon entropy and the analysis unit is the
pages of national curriculum document. The statistical population of the study is the
national curriculum document in 5 components. Data validation was performed
using content validity and test — retest method. The results indicate that the word
“citizen" has not been used in the document, but the content of the document is a
reflection of citizenship' education. In the section "Principles governing curriculum
and education”, the curriculum document has the highest importance factor related
to the civil and the lowest importance factor related to the political system. In the
section "General Orientation Approach", "Targeting" and "Evaluation of Academic
Achievement" were only considered as civil ones. In the "Areas of Learning"
section, most attention has not been paid to the civics, then the social, and political,
and political spheres. Based on these findings, balanced attention has not been paid
to the components of citizenship education in the national curriculum document and
accordingly, some suggestions have been presented at the end of the paper.

Keywords: Content Analysis, national Curriculum Document, Citizenship education,
Shannon entropy
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Validating the components of universities
based on resistance economy

Maryam sadat Ghoraishi Khorasgani®

Abstract

The present study aims at validating university components based on resistance
economy. The research was practical in terms of purpose and quantitative in terms
of approach and the research method was descriptive-survey. The statistical
population consisted of undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral students of Al-
Zahra University. Due to the heterogeneity of the population, sampling was
performed by stratified random sampling and using Cochran's formula 405 students
were selected. To collect data, a researcher-made questionnaire with 43 items based
on the 5-point Likert scale was developed. In addition to studying the theoretical
foundations, background, and objectives of the research, the validity of the research
was also based on the views and guidelines of a group of experts in the field of
resistive economics. The reliability of the study was calculated by Cronbach's alpha
coefficient and was obtained 0/86. Data were analyzed through conducting
confirmatory factor analysis and one-group t-test. Findings regarding the first
question of the study "extent of university role in resistive economics", considering
the obtained t-value (p< 0.05) and theoretical mean, showed that for the components
of “education and discourse, course content, teaching and promulgation of the
culture of supporting domestic products, and benefitting from capacities”, the
contribution of university in resistance economy was below average; for the
components of “modification of consumption pattern and benefitting from earning
capacities” it was above average, and for the components of “skill synergy and
teaching work culture to students” the contribution was evaluated at an average
level. Also, in terms of component validation, the model developed for the
university based on resistance economics had a good validity.

Keywords: validation, university, resistance economy
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Exploring the Martin Buber's spiritualist approach
to teacher’s ethics

Mohammad Ahmadgholami®, Mohammad-Hossein Heidari*? and
Hassan-Ali Bakhtiar Nasrabadi®

Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to explore the Martin Buber's intellectual system
in the areas of religion, ethics and education in order to explain teacher's
professional and ethical responsibilities. Research that has been done with
descriptive - interpretative approach and with deductive method, in the first step,
describe and interpret Buber's spiritualistic approach. Buber is considred a
spiritualist philosopher because by proposing the idea of the "Eclipse of God", he
acknowledged the obstruction of modern instrumentalist thought in man’s
confrontation with God and expressed concern at the diminishing spiritual and moral
aspects of the various aspects of human life today. In the next step, the implications
of this approach are deduced for the four areas of teacher's ethics: God, the world,
the self, and other human beings (students, parents, co-workers, and society).
Teacher's ethics based on Buber's perspective can be summarized in two stages:
Teacher calls divine spirituality into all his thoughts and actions by creating a
personal relationship with God. The result of this spiritual state is that the teacher
becomes aware of his existential powers, such as the right to choose, making
decision and will, and in all communication, releases from selfishness, narrow-
mindedness, insistence on the "I-1t" kind of relationship with the manifestations of
creation and others, and he works with all of being for the fulfillment of God, world,
self, and human beings.

Keywords: Applied ethics, teacher’s ethics, spirituality, Martin Buber, teacher
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Comparison of the effectiveness of reverse classroom and
classroom based on social networks on students' creativity and
academic performance *

Houshang Khoshnood *, Saeed Bakhtiyarpour*?,

Sasan Bavi®, Reza Pasha’,

Abstract

The aim of this study was to compare the effectiveness of a flipped classroom and a
classroom based on social networks on students' creativity and academic
performance. The method of the present study was a quasi-experimental pre test-
post test with a control group. The study population was all high school students in
Abdanan city. In this project, 60 students were selected by purposive sampling
method and randomly divided into 3 groups: flipped classroom, classroom based on
social networks and traditional classroom (control group). Torrance Creativity
Questionnaire and Pham and Taylor Academic Performance Questionnaires were
administered as pre-test and post-test for the groups. The results of multivariate
analysis of covariance indicate a significant and positive effect of flipped classroom
and classroom based on social networks on creativity and academic performance
variables. The results also showed that the flipped classroom has a greater positive
effect on creativity and academic performance than the classroom based on social
networks.
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Developing and Testing The Model of School Capacity for
Parental Participation

Rafigh Hasani** and Zhino Hasani 2

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop and test the school capacity model for
parental participation in primary schools. The research is based on a
developmental purpose and a correlational data collection method and is a
structural equation model. The statistical population consisted of all parents of
the first and second elementary schools of Paveh city. Data collection was
designed using a 36-item questionnaire based on strategies for parental
participation in school of Hoor-Dempsey et al (2005). The reliability of the
questionnaire using Cronbach's alpha was ./97. In order to test the model in the
first part, exploratory factor analysis was performed using principal component
analysis with varimax rotation and three special valus; variance ratio explained
by each factor, and Special value (gravel) were used. In the second stage,
confirmatory factor analysis was used. The results showed that the school
capacity model for parental involvement includes 5 dimensions of welcoming
and open atmosphere, teacher empowerment for participation, family-teacher-
parent structures and participation opportunities and participation events. Fit
indices also showed the desirability of the model. This model is capable of
measuring primary school capacity for parental participation in related research
and can be a useful tool for assessing the school capacity for parental
participation.
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empowering students in the process of guiding the doctoral
dissertation

Saeed Shakuri Moghani® and Bakhtiar Shabani Varaki*?

Abstract

The aim of this study was to understand the lived experiences of Ph.D. candidates in
relation to their empowerment in the dissertation guidance process. The type of
research was qualitative and the research method was Husserl descriptive
phenomenology. The interviewes were 10 PhD students who were selected by
snowball method and interviewed using standard open-ended interview tools. For
ensuring the trustworthiness of the finding (credibility, transferability,
confirmability, and dependability), we employed member checking, thick
description, and external audits. The results demonstrate the ups and downs of
empowerment in the guidance process. The factors that increase the empowerment
are freedom of selecting their supervisor, empathetic understandings, fluent roles,
effective feedback, and student capabilities. On the other hand, the factors that
reduce empowerment are minimal responsibility, lack of expertise, and poor
feedback, which led the students to unconventional pathways.
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