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Abstract

The present study aimed to examine the elements of privatization of higher
education in Iran, and to introduce the main components and categories of this field
in the country, and finally to provide a desirable model in accordance with the
context of Iran. This study has used the qualitative strategy and grounded theory
method. To collect the data, a number of samples were first identified using initial
exploratory studies including documentary study and preliminary interviews with
experts, the other members of the sample were then selected by snowball (chain)
sampling, and16 semi-structured interviews with specialists and professors of the
area of higher education and privatization of higher education were conducted. The
validity of the findings was confirmed by receiving the opinions of higher education
experts and participants in the research on the correctness of the findings and
interpretations and its reliability by coding method using peer review. The results
were presented in the form of a model consisted of 13 main categories including
causal factors (Time requirements, Economic legal base), contextual factors
(Cultural context, Political context, Legal context), interfering factors (Scientific
axis, Policy-making), strategies (Supportive and financial, connectionsCorrective
actions), and outcomes (Big consequences, Academic and individual consequences,
Unwanted results). Also, privatization of higher education was presented as the
central category of the model and 36 sub-categories were presented.
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