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Abstract

The aim of the study was to provide an appropriate model for rural adult education in the
country. The study was conducted using exploratory mixed-methods research. The
statistical population of the study consisted of 1600 rural education employers out of
which a sample was selected employing cluster random sampling. The qualitative data
were collected through semi-structured interviews and focus groups, and in the
quantitative part, a researcher-made questionnaire was used. 393 individuals who were
selected using Cochran formula filled out the questionnaire. The qualitative data was
coded systematically and in the quantitative section descriptive statistics, Utest,
confirmatory factor analysis and structural equation model were used. The qualitative
research findings showed the model of adult education program as including 8
components and 32 sub-components. In the quantitative part, Mann-Whitney test showed
that there was a significant difference between the mean and the average of all
components (p< 0.1) level. The education status of villagers was indicated to be not
favorable. The results of two phases of the confirmatory factor analysis of the
components also showed that the components and sub-components had sufficient factor
loadings to predict the villagers' education program in the country. Furthermore, model
fit indices showed that the rural education program model has a good model fit.

Keywords: Rural adult education, Educational model, Rural Education and
Research Organization
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