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Abstract

The aim of the present research was to analyze the foundations of ethics and moral
education in Richard Rorty’s view and their critiques from the perspective of Allameh
Tabataba'i using two methods of conceptual and critical analysis. The findings of this
study showed that the most important ethical features from the perspective of Rorty
included a lack of real and objective foundations for ethics, the key role of literature in
ethics, liberation from the domination in the production of moral knowledge, social
solidarity, ethics without principles and moral progress based on responding the social
needs of mankind. Rorty believes that moral education is a matter of a special and local
nature, and there are no universal norms that can guide the practice of the human beings.
Rorty’s ethical education is based on discourse, which can be used for moral learning
through the use of language games. Rorty views the most important goals of moral
education as refinement, self-fulfillment and human agency, the lack of distinction
between reality and value in moral education, convergence, and mutual perception.
Considering the ethics and morality principles of Rorty, we see some forms that can be
criticized on the basis of Allamah Tabataba'i's point of view. Among them, denial of
metaphysics of presence and negation of representation in moral education of Rorty, the
nature of contingency and the axial relativism, attention to the sensation and denial of
rationalistic rules in the moral education of Rorty, pluralism and the diversity of axioms
in the Rorty theory and the non-authoritarian radical approach can be mentioned.
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