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Abstract: 
This research was aimed at identifying the attributes of 
successful professors in effective teaching based on a 
grounded theory method. For this purpose, 15 successful 
professors from Birjand, Azad and Payame Noor 
universities who had obtained the highest grades in 
students’ evaluations for the last five years, for their 
quality of their teaching were selected through 
purposive sampling. The data was collected using 
interviews and the review of the related literature. Data 
were then analyzed using open coding, axial coding and 
selective coding. Then, based on grounded theory, a 
model for effective teaching was developed. The results 
showed that the core concept was the professors’ ability 
to transfer their capabilities and characteristics to the 
students. It is suggested, therefore, that the professors 
pay special attention to the ability to transfer 
capabilities. The professors’ definitions of effective 
teaching were different according to different fields of 
study. The findings also indicated that the students 
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evaluated their professors based on their 
capabilities and not their own personal attitudes. 
Keyword: Effective teaching, Successful University 
teachers, Grounded theory 


