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1. operational definition
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Abstract:

The present study aimed at presenting a review and
critique of concept analysis as a method of research in
the field of education in order to identify its strengths
and weaknesses. A qualitative research using critical-
analytic approach was conducted. First, the position and
function of concept analysis in educational research was
described. Then, the wvalidity of this research
methodology was investigated. Finally, this method was
criticized using internal critique. The results indicated
that concept analysis is based on analytical philosophy
and logical positivism. It has an initial role in solving
educational problems through the realization of
concepts and theories and eliminating ambiguities. In
concept analysis, the realization of concepts is an
essential element which is used to reach to conclusions.
Although this research methodology is useful in
educational research, it is not a panacea and cannot
answer all the questions in this field. Therefore, it is
suggested that this method be integrated with other
research methods resulting in a mixed-methods
research.
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